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T is with peculiar pleaſure, Gentlemen, u . 1 


I meet you in a place which ought, to be the 2 
_ aſylum of public virtue and manly in 
dence; the patron of every generous reforma- 

tion; the open and ayowed enemy of civil Rs 
religious tyranny, "Upon other occafions I 5 75 
might have contented myſelf with barely ftat= - 
ing the expedience of the preſent meaſure z 

| here I ſhall expatiate in a wider field, and call 

your attention to the great principles of politi- : 
cal ſociety, as if, before the firſt tribunal in = 
| the world, I were pleading the cauſe of human „ 
nature againſt the advocates of Oppreſſio . 
The end and obje& of all politieal ſocjety | = 
are the happineſs and ſecurity of the whole 
| the means are theſe regulations which have been | 3 3 
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1 EX] erienet fe 
of the 9 de be 8. ralers may in- 
deed be warped from this great end to low and | 
: illiberal ſelfiſnneſs, and mankipd, from igno- 
rance or indolence, may t tolerate the abuſe; ip 
but nothing can deſtroy the claim; and the 
pride and folly of individuals might as well 
pretend to engroſs the air, the light, the warmth 


of heaven, as juſtly as to canfine all powers and 
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privileges of government to that narrow circle 5 


Phich has in moſt countries monopolized them. | 
With this view. of things T ſhall never carry | 
whe merited reſpect I bear to nobles, magiſ- 
Yates, or kings themſelves, into any ſpecies of 
| 1dolatry; I ſhall never miſtake the inſtrument 
for the end, or confound the good and ſafety of 
| mankind with the intereſt of particular bodies, 
or the ambition of individuals. Neither magiſ- 
trate nor ſavereign has any natural claim to al- 
legiance ; while he executes the duties 'of his 
office, conformably to the will of thoſe who 
| have appointed him, he deſerves reſpeR, efteem, 
and ſupport ; the inſtant he deviates from theſe, 
and converts his power to private inſtead of 
public ends, he is no more to be endured than a 
mortification, becauſe it has begun i in ſome noble 
or uſeful: organ « of the bat. i; - 
What Lam now advancing is equally agree- 
able to the digates of N and the practice 
e | MY of | 


of e Engliſh. Conftitition: Many Hides | 
may be brought from biſtory, of kings hi 
have been folemnly depoſed, for not performing | 
de duties of their office, Or for infringing the 
liberties 6f the people. Buit the laſt great re- 
volution of our government 1 is a decifive pre- 
bedent, that ſubjects may alter their rulers, ant 
that Kings MUST EXPECT ALLEGIANCE. N 
fLoneen THAN THEY. DESERVE IT. i 
-” Gentlemen; 1 will not conſume your time 
Vith. ſtudied panegyrics upon the excellence of 
that Conſtitution under which we live; this only 
1 will obſerve, that no ſyſtem can be imagined 
wore conſillent with natural rights; none, in 
which they have been more thoroughly iwveſti⸗ 
gated; or more accurately deine! ot 
In other countries; the cauſes and pretexts « 
oppreſſion are thoſe diſcretionary powers with 
which the ſupreme magiſtrate. is. inveſted, for 
| the uſe of which he is accountable to Heaven 
alone! With us no diſcretionary power, which 
ean affebt the life, the property, or the liberty, 
of an individual, is permitted to the ſovereign 
himſelf. We have a right to ſpeak our ſenti- 
ments with a tempered, but an honeſt boldneſs; 
no reſtraint can be put upon our perſonal free- 
dom, unleſs we have committed crimes which 
make us unworthy to enjoy it; nor can our 
by, property | be wreſted from us, under the plea of 


ſtate 


133 


i . Nh at of aſcertaining both law and fact. 


refer you. to thoſe great original chartets of 
our | freedom which: have been forced from our 
5 unvilling kings, and confirmed at every period 


bliſhment; and which, I do affirm, not all the 
united force of the Legiſlature” can reſcind or 


male beten W at lealt the 3 A 
our own conſent. And leſt the laws thomſelves, E 
by being too near the influence of the ſupreme 


magiſtrate ſhould be perverted to ourfinnoy- 


ance, it is provided that not the meaneſt wretch 


"that begs his bread ſhall be obnoxious to the 


public vengeance, without the conſent. of his 


: Sens \ ; el MT + £373 FF 36 14 
* 


Ves, Gendenten I OE it, ay it is a 
Borious privilege" which cannot be too often 


mentioned to you; that, not all the rich, he 
great, the powerful, of this nation, in a conſpi- 

: racy for that purpoſe, can oppreſs the meaneſt 

| of this aſſembly, ſo long as he ſhall appear in- 


nocent to a jury of his fellow-citizens, and 
they ſhall dare to exert: their own undobhed 5 


2 I there needed any additional proof, I would 5 


of our hiſtory: I would refer. you to the De 
claration of Rights, that renovation/of our Con- 
ſtitution, which is the bafis of the preſent eſta- 


overturn, without, at the ſame time, diſſolving the 


ee and Weekend all title to TOONS 
* ; Should | 


. 


by 


F K 1 I 

bold it be-aſked; why 1 introduce thefe 

" things in an afſethbly. which is convened for the 
© Expreſs! purpoſe. of petitioning for a reform in 
e public expenditure} chis is my anſwer; There 
is no one privilege of this people which bas not 

been publichy called in queſtion not one which 

vill not be wreſted from them, if they are con- 


tented t6 reſign it. All buſes ariſe either from 


the ignorance of mankind, in reſped to what 
bey may juſtly. claim, or from theit indolence 
in aſſerting that claim ; be therefore chat would 
ſaweß muſt firſt enligmen; 1-know no method 
more effeQual to preſerve a nation from arbi- 
trary deſign on the one hand, and from faftious 
councils ori the other, than to teach it the pre- 
diſe extent and boundary of its on tight, 1 
Men that have either property or privileg 
"are always attentive to preſerve them, and inte- 
reſted to ſupport that government which main- 
tains them; while ſlaves and beggars, to whom 
neither the world, nor the world's law, is a friend, 
ate always ripe for change, and ny to throw 


all things into confuſion. 


Befides, when after all the RY of. blood 1 \ 


treaſure, which the preſent calamitous war has 
_ occaſioned, , we are called upon to riſque the 

laſt take we poſſeſs for the ſervice of our coun- - 
try, it ſurely becomes us to enquire, whether we 


n a 3 for 1 do not call, the air we 
| brembe, 


* . 


r 


e 1 


breaths; nor the ſoil we Beeten codltry, 

nor the ſcanty: fare which. ſupports you for daily 
toils; Bur I cALL THAT A Coun TRYIN | 

| WHICH: MEN-POSSESS-| AN EQUAL SHARE IN 

eri own: Govern MENT, AND PRIVI- 
ES WHICH ARE INVvI0LAniE; he there 
fore that lays before you the: noble rights which 
are inherent in you, as Engliſhmen, n a 
you moſt effectually to their defence. Fo 
LEP now, Genflemen, enter. upon the more im- | 
diate oceaſion of the preſent aſſembly, the 


2 


grievane es of the nation, and their probable 
means: of redreſs; and that I may che more 


dearly expreſs my ſentiments. upon the. ſubje&, 


J muſt purſue them to their natural ſource: The 
natural and conſtitutional defence of this coun- 
_ try has, during many ages, conſiſted. in its Par- 
Hhaments. The glorious | ſtruggles which thoſe 


illuſtrious bodies had repeatedly made in favour 


of the people, the conſtant vigilance which they 

had oppoſed to the ENCROACHMEN TS 0E- -. 

ru 'Chowny left aux anceſtors no room to 
N awd a time W cang WHEN| THEIR, | 


Rees 


ALL; ruoOs rnIVIb ESG THEY. WERE CHO- 
EN 10 DETEND, into thoſe very hands againſt 

which they were choſen to defend them, and no 
_ preeaution was taken againſt an devil which was 
; not foreſeen. © | | 
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Cdhafles II. hee name in common gk that 


K every Stuart I deteſt, ſet the firſt example of 
_ corruption; a pratice which has been 


too ſucceſsfully adopted in ſucceeding: reigns. 


O0 kings, grown wife by the rhlsforrunes of 
their predeceſſors, no longer atte mpted the li- 
baths of their fubjefts by open violenge, but 
attaeked them by the more ſecret and pernicious 
method of -UNDERMINING THz Consrtru- 
ion ; and the immenſe revenues of which the 


| Crown has been left the un jueſtioned: diſtribu- 
tor; has enabled. it 10 CORRUPT. TAE RE 


PRESENTATIVES Of THE Pro LE, and to 
poiſon the fountains of public ſafety at their 
very ſource. Since that pernicious ra, the 
evils under which we now labour have been re- 


newed or increaſed with every returning ſeſſions. 


We have ſeen wars begun and waged, not for 

the ſafety or intereſt of the people, but from the 

ſelfiſt views and ambition of the Crown ; our. 
 burthens' increaſed beyond our abilities f to bear 


them, and without any hopes of their ever be- 
coming r increaſed till private opulence, 


induſtry, and commerce, are at an end. A va- 

riety of acts, all tending to abridge the Pus- 
110 Lis zxrv, have been impoſed. Among 7 
theſe I ſhall enumerate the Rior Acr, made, 


as wWas pretended, to ſerve a temporary purpoſe, 


g like every other OPPRESSIONy rendered ; 
per- 
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> peil the GAME Laws, by which the gleat 
body of the people is diſarmed, Although it is an 
express article of the Declaration of Rights, 1 THAT 
| SUBJECTS | MAY HAVE "ARMS FOR THEIR DE- 
"© FENCE; and the Exc is E, that ſyſtem of public 
_ robbery, which now extends to every article of 
neceſſity and convenience, by which the moſt 
innocent and indifferent actions of our lives are 
ſuhjetted to controul. But the moſt daring 
MWioolation of our rights; is that 1 iINFamovs Act, 
by which a Parliament is how permitted to en- 
dure sEvEN YEARS, by which the creatures and 
ſervants of the People took upon them to extend 
the term of their own delegated exiſtence, and 
_ curtail their elettors of mote than half their pre- 
rogatives, although it is evident they might as well 
have voted themſelyes perpetual diftators, and 
| levelled the whole Conſtitution at a ſingle ſtroke. 
To complete the whole, a SrANDbixe Any 
chat peſt of human ſociety, that baneful engine 
which has never failed to annihilate the liberties | 
of every country where it was once admitied, is N 
now interwoven with the government, an me he. 
= come a continually IdR RAVIN G EVIL. 
mu ine latter ages of the Roman enipine, 
All thoſe offices of truſt and honour which uſed 
- to invigorate the whole Republic, were concen- 
trated in the perſon of the Emperor, ſo, in the 
5 Britiſh Government, with the forms, but againſt 


. 


_" the ſpirit of 8 Conflitucign, "IMA many of” our. 7 
moſt material rights. and immunities been ſurren- 
dered to the Crown. To the Crown belongs 
the diſpoſition of . and emoluments; the 
immenſe influence arifing from the army, the 
navy. the exciſe, and the civil liſt; the rights of 
peace and war, and the difpofal of all the armed 
force in the kingdom: to us is left the talk of 
PAYING... SOLDIERS TO | ENSLAVE, 
AND REPRESENTATIVES. TO BE. 
' TRAY ;; accompanied with the mournful ſpec- 
tacle of ſeeing all our rights put up to public 
- auQtion, once in ſeven years, Nor let any one 
here confound the. jealouſy. of the office with, 
| diſreſpe&@ for the perſon of our ſovereign; the 
objekts are in their on nature ag different as 
can be conceived; and the greateſt iddlater of | 
i: the private, virtues. of a king, may be the moſt- 
rigid inquiſitor of the leaſt augmentation of his 
iy powers; ance the bleſings of the one are, like | 
_ their. author, of ſhort and uncertain duration, 
While the evils which may ariſe from the other, 
8 are as laſting as its continuance. The object of 
our preſent petition is a particular branch of 
that baneful tree, whoſe. faults have brought 5 
death and ruin to our political world; ; it is for a 
reform of the public expenditure, than which 
nothing can be imagined more juſt in itſelf, or 
worse neceſſary to be at preſent urged. Shame 


75 


vnc ruis are he ibeisbis colfapinivarif WY 
lic as well as private prodigality; and no mari 
can be expekted to contribute freely to the ſer- 
vice of his country, till he is convinced that, il 


the words of the preſent ſpeaker of the Houſe 
of Commons, what was liberally beſtowed ſhall 
be wiſely applied; and; as I am no | ſpeaker 4s 5 


the Houſe of Commons, nor in expettation of 4 
Chief Juſticeſhip, 1 may perhaps add; honelfly. 


Whoever, aa will caſt the moſt ſiperfi- 


XN view upon the public accounts' for the laſt 
Century, wil ke ſuch waſte and profulion of the 
people's property, ſuch a-ſhameful compliance | 


with the Mosr EXORBITANT | DEAN DS Or 
THE: CROWN, ſuch a neglett; or rather ſuch d 


ined oppoſition. to every publie enquiry, 


GA d connivance at fraud, ſuch a fympathy 


with guilt, that he will be equally aſtoniſhed at the 
audacity of our parliaments which have dared to 
mortgage the public credit for two hundred 

millions, and at the nen of this people which 


bas ſuffered it. 


The objeQtions which ar are brought againſ the : 


- preſent. meaſure, are almoſt too frivolous to de- 


ſerve an anſwer. We are told, that this is nd 


time to weaken the hands of miniſters, but rather 
to arm them with additional powers; no time to 
deliberate about our grievances, but to act witk 


W againſt the foe : 00k ſurely, he beſt ena- 
a 


* Wow near Cle hundred millions, 1794 
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| foe, who removes the obſtacles which have bi- 
| therto impeded it; and as to additional powers, 
before we grant them, it is, perhaps, expedient 


ready confided. No government can be formi- 
dable to external foes, till it is loved and re- 


GRANT THE HONEST WISHES OF THE PEOPLE. 
et are in the hour of anxiety and danger, 


of empires, and mjniſters themſelyes are afraid 


the nation againſt the exciſe; againſt the ſepten- 
vial bill, and for expelling the dependants of 
the crown from amongſt our repreſentatives, 


come, when you muſt aſſert your ſuperintending 


peen tolerated, they become inyeterate ; and 


* * FP "7 oY _ * i 


þles this nation to exert its * * the | 


o demand ſome account of thoſe we have al- 


ſpetted at home, till it merit the confidence, Ax 5 


We know roo well, that the only hopes of 
when the weight of the people is felt in the ſcale 


to exaſperate beyond a certain point. Nor are 5 
Je ignorant with what diſdain the petitions of 


AND. FOR Eveny USEFUL REFORM, has. been 
heated for the laſt century. The hour is nor 


power in the government, or abandon it for ever. | 
Punzic ABUSES, GENTLEMEN, NEVER CORRECT 
THEMSELVES; on the contrary, having once 


| though no fairneſs of title, or antiquity of poſſeſ- 
ion, was ever able 0 preyent a government from 
_ encroaching upon the privileges of their ſubjects; 5 
FOE” have intermitted the claim for a fingle 1 in 65 
ant, . 
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REFUSING THAT CLAIM-.FOR EVER. _ 

For theſe reaſons, x: muſt end as 1 have 8 
gun, with exhorting vou to bend the whole 
weight of your attention to the reform of public 
abuſes, and the renewal of the conſtitu tion. 
This, can only be done by SHORTENING, uE 
DURATION or PARLIAMENTS,. and. by, AN E 
| TRODUCING. A MORE. Egvar Ryyn83NTA® - 9 
TON. When theſe points have been obtained, * 
the nation will be enabled to exert all the wiſdom, 
valour and reſolution i it polleſſes, I in its own de- 
fence; and if we fail then, we deferve to fall for 
ever. TILL THEN,,, EVERY INFERIOR A 
FORMATON Is LESS THAN NOTHING 3 it is 
ſhutting the gates, when the enemy are in pe 
Bon of the walls, or ſtopping a chink 1 in the public . 
mounds, when the tide of ſhame and ruin is pour- 
ing in at a thouſand breaches. In our preſent _ 
circumſtances, ET: 18 AN INSULT. 5 
COMMON SENSE, A MOCKERY, G OF 
OUR FEELINGS, TO SAY. THAT WE 
ARE REPRESENTED: THERE 18 NOT. 
A SINGLE IDEA ATT ACHED, 10 
THE TERM, A SINGLE DEFINIT 10N 
WHICH CAN BE GIVEN- OF IT, 
WHICH 18 NOT GROSSLY VIOLATED | 
IN THE EL ECTION QF. AN. HOUSE 


88 SOM ee 18 | THERE. A 
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ne, in the — Multitude. 


1 F. 
SINGLE | 4 WHICH CAN . 


BE BROUGHT, - TO PROVE - THAT . 
HOUSE RE PRESENTS GREAT BRI—- 


TAIN, BY WHICH IT MAY NOT | . 
EQUALLY BE PROVED, THAT IT 
| REPRESENTS FRANCE, SPAIN, THE 


. INDIES, ALI. EUROPE, OR THE | 


* WORLD ITSELF. 


| Theſe, gentlemen, are, or ought to he, the ends 


Wars your meetings and aſſociations, they are the 1 
great ends to which you are called by every ho- 3 
neſt and independent man, who, ſolely intent 


upon his country's good, looks down with equal 


indifference both on miniſters and oppolitions ; . 


who aſks no favour, ſolicits no patronage, and, 


while he ſcorns alike 'to lend his aid to power | 
or. faction, devotes himſelf a willing victim to 
the: public cauſe. Nor think that 1 am exhort- 


ing you to a dangerous, although a difficult, un- | 
dertaking : x: know that there- are times, when 


the public evils are ſo deſperate as to deter hs. 5 
neſt men from attempting a cure; wed - theſe | 


times. are not yet arrived; and that they never 


may, 1 exhort you, nat to loſe the preſent mo- 
ment. Let your petitions be expreſſed with .. 
decent, but a manly boldneſs ; let your voices 
riſe, not like the voices of a tumultuous rabble,* NET 


a name with which you are always honoured by _ 
* Since greatly refined and improved UN Mr, 2 
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ie follow be 2 itions, and 
ointed CORRESPONDING COMMITTEES. 
* Yorkſhire, Eſfex, otgerietſhire,” Surry, Jevonſhire, 
uckinghamfhite,. Herifortiftins, :Dorſeyſhire,, Glouceſ- 
| | h | Middle- 
9 Chi ure, npſhite, Wiltſhire, #4 
Cambridgeſhire, N. tin ghemf ure; | 
hire, Northam comhire Suffolk, N 
atihire, Denbigh, Breekwioekthire, London, Weſtmin 
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